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SOUTH PERTH FORESHORE — RIVER WALLS 

Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.58 am]: I rise to make a grievance to the 

Minister for Environment. The minister is aware of what I am going to talk about. I would like to thank him for 

coming to my electorate on Monday morning and looking at the area of concern that I had raised with him. The 

City of South Perth has grave concerns about the unsatisfactory condition of the South Perth foreshore river 

walls and the council’s inability to attract funding to enable it to undertake urgent restoration work on that 

essential infrastructure. As the minister will vouch, on Monday morning we saw some serious deterioration of 

the river walls. I have some photos here, which I will ask to lay on the table later for members to look at. These 

river walls were probably constructed 50odd years ago when the Public Works Department was responsible for 

such projects. We no longer have a department of works, so the restoration and maintenance of the river walls 

come under the Swan River Trust through the Department of Environment and Conservation. We all understand 

that the Swan River Trust has limited resources and that it has to fund a lot of other areas in and around the Swan 

and Canning Rivers. The area around the Mends Street jetty is used by hundreds of thousands of Western 

Australians every year. The Mends Street ferry is one of the most popular forms of transport in the inner city. I 

am told by the Public Transport Authority that it is the one form of transport that covers its costs. Each year 

some 600 000 people go to Perth Zoo, many of whom would travel by ferry. A lot of people are now walking or 

running around the bridges and using the Sir James Mitchell Park for recreation. The Million Paws Walk will be 

held at the park this Sunday. Many people visit this part of Perth. The area comes under the authority of the City 

of South Perth, but it is used by many Western Australians. Although the City of South Perth is prepared to make 

a contribution towards the maintenance of these river walls, the council should be given some support by the 

state government because the Swan River is the great icon of Western Australia. We see swans on the stained-

glass windows in this chamber. The government has a responsibility to look at these things. Historically, not 

only this government, but also previous governments have not spent enough money on the Swan River, and this 

particular area has been neglected over many years. 

The Minister for Environment will obviously talk about what he thought of the condition of the area of which we 

speak when we saw it. Some quite serious damage has been done to the river walls from the Mends Street jetty 

heading towards Burswood for a couple of hundred metres. The minister is an engineer and can probably explain 

it better than me, but erosion occurs when there are high tides or rough weather and water goes over the top of 

the wall and is then sucked back through. There is no doubt that the river wall has sunk considerably and is not 

as high as it used to be. We talk about climate change and the rising sea and river levels. I think we will face this 

type of problem in the future in a lot of other parts of the Swan River, but it is particularly the case in this part of 

the river. 

I understand that some work has been done on the river walls in my electorate along the Kwinana Freeway. That 

problem was raised a couple of years ago because during bad winters, the prevailing winds would wash water 

from the river over the wall and onto the Kwinana Freeway. The Kwinana Freeway is the main access route for 

motor vehicles from the southern suburbs into the city, and it was therefore a dangerous situation. The 

Department of Environment and Conservation and the City of South Perth invested quite a bit of money fixing 

those river walls and are to be commended for that. 

The City of South Perth is concerned because it does not have the money to spend on fixing the retaining walls. 

It has been given a quote of $6 000 per metre for an area of 330 metres. My math was never that good at school, 

but I calculate that it would cost about $2 million to fix this problem. That is a big amount but it is not an 

insurmountable amount. I would have thought we could do something to fix the walls for the next 50 years. The 

council also hopes to get some federal funding. I think that the federal government should provide some funding 

through one of it programs because of the iconic nature of the Swan River. The federal member for Swan, Steve 

Irons, visited the site last January. The City of South Perth has asked the member for Swan whether he can seek 

federal funding from Canberra. As the city points out, this is an area of great cultural, historical, economic and 

recreational significance, and this amenity is in desperate need of improvement for the benefit of the Western 

Australian community. 

In closing, in the not-too-distant future, Perth will have a new waterfront development. Across the other side of 

that great development is the City of South Perth. It would be a great shame if, while doing that waterfront 

development in Perth, we did not also consider making sure that the entrance to the City of South Perth on the 

other side of the river was in just as good condition. 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [10.05 am]: I thank the member for South 

Perth for raising his grievance with me and giving me some time to gather some notes on it, and also for meeting 

me on-site with the Mayor and chief executive officer of the City of South Perth. We visited two areas that are of 
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concern to the City of South Perth. One is an area around Mends Street jetty and the other is near the Narrows 

Bridge. Today the member for South Perth has focussed on the Mends Street jetty area in particular. As he 

pointed out, being an engineer, not only do I have some knowledge about river walls, but also I lived on an 

estuary in Bunbury that had a river wall that was not in as good condition as the river walls in Perth that were 

constructed by the then Public Works Department some 50 years ago. The walls along the Swan River are not 

too bad. The types of river walls built along the Swan River are gravity retaining walls. As the member for South 

Perth said, when water rushes over the top of them or the wash of boats hits the wall, over time, the foundations 

move and the wall gradually sinks into the river. The particular area near the Mends Street jetty that we visited 

certainly shows grave signs of erosion at certain points. From an aesthetic point of view, it certainly would be a 

high priority for repair. 

As I pointed out to the member when I was on site, the Swan River Trust is responsible for the foreshore along 

the Swan Canning Riverpark and has a responsibility to make sure that it is in reasonably good shape. As the 

member also mentioned, it is very expensive to repair retaining walls. The member said that it would cost $6 000 

per metre. There are about 30 kilometres of walls along the Swan River, so members can work out how much it 

would cost to replace. The Swan River Trust provides an arrangement whereby it will fund walls on a 50–50 

basis with local authorities. There are 21 local authorities that front the Swan and Canning Rivers. Over time, 

many of the walls have gradually been fixed, but there is not an endless supply of funds and so areas have to be 

prioritised. Since 2007, the Swan River Trust has worked with foreshore land managers to implement projects 

worth about $5.67 million in high-priority sites. One of those projects that the member for South Perth 

mentioned was in his electorate to repair the wall along the Kwinana Freeway. Another area where work was 

done in the member for Perth’s electorate was along Mounts Bay Road near the old Swan Brewery. Those two 

areas are key to retaining valuable road infrastructure for the state. 

The Swan River Trust has developed a foreshore assessment and management strategy that identifies the 

condition of the riverpark along the Swan and Canning River foreshores. A system is in place to assess areas of 

high priority and councils such as the City of South Perth can apply for joint funding with the Swan River Trust. 

The member mentioned that the City of South Perth is also seeking commonwealth funding in this case. The 

Swan River Trust can fund those types of arrangements, too. There is a high demand for funding from other 

councils as well. I recognise that the Mends Street area is an entry statement to South Perth and that it will be 

opposite the new foreshore development. In addition, a lot of commuters use the ferry. The Zoo attracts 600 000 

visitors, most of whom, the member for South Perth suggests, travel by ferry. There is not a bad car park across 

the road from the Zoo that seems to be full on most weekends when I drive past it. Nevertheless, the Mends 

Street area of the South Perth foreshore, I agree, is the entry statement to South Perth. It will face the new 

foreshore and it is important that it has very good aesthetic appeal. 

Another thing, which I mentioned when I was on-site with the member for South Perth, is that we are looking for 

areas in the Swan Canning Riverpark that perhaps do not need retaining walls. We can turn areas where 

historically there may have been retaining walls but which do not need retaining walls into beaches because that 

will provide greater amenity for people who go to the Riverpark and have a picnic on the bank with their kids. 

Basically, walls along the river are a barrier to kids having fun by going into the water; therefore, part of our plan 

moving forward is to look at those areas. We need retaining walls, obviously, in some areas, such as Mends 

Street jetty where ferries come in and there is wash from the boats. I agree that area requires retention of the 

river wall, but in some other areas, particularly Bicton and Point Walter, we are looking at perhaps not putting in 

retaining walls and restoring some of the beach.  

The state government has committed more than $942 000 to the City of South Perth for river walls over the past 

few years, including $510 000 for the Sir James Mitchell Park beaches project, which has been a great success. I 

have raised with my officers the importance of the member’s grievance about Mends Street jetty, and we will 

have a — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: There’s got to be an announcement for the member for South Perth! 

Mr W.R. MARMION: We will have a very, very close look at it, member! 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.M. Francis): Thank you, members on my left! 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Certainly, it is something we will put a high priority on. 

Tabling of Paper 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: During my grievance, I mentioned that I would seek approval to lay the photographs on 

the table for the remainder of the day. 
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[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

 


